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pay so low a rent as four, three, or even two guineas. The highest is seven pounds, paid by a farmer, whose son goes yearly on foot to Aberdeen for education, and in summer returns, and acts as a school-master in Col. Dr. Johnson said, ' There is something noble in a young man's walking two hundred miles and back again, every year, for the sake of learning'.'
This day a number of people came to Col, with complaints of each others' trespasses. Corneck, to prevent their being troublesome, told them, that the lawyer from Edinburgh was here, and if they did not agree, he would take them to task. They were alarmed at this ; said, they had never been used to go to law, and hoped Col would settle matters himself. In the evening Corneck left us.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER g.
As, in our present confinement, any thing that had even the name of curious was an object of attention, I proposed that Col should shew me the great stone, mentioned in a former page5, as having been thrown by a giant to the top of a mountain. Dr. Johnson, who did not like to be left alone, said he would accompany us as far as riding was practicable. We ascended a part of the hill on horseback, and Col and I scrambled up the rest. A servant held our horses, and Dr. Johnson placed himself on the ground, with his back against a large fragment of rock. The wind being high, he let down
Johnson's Works, ix. 125. 'The window-tax, as it stands at present (January 1775) . . . lays a duty upon every window, which in England augments gradually from two-pence, the lowest rate upon houses with not more than seven windows, to two shillings, the highest rate upon houses with twenty-five windows and upwards.' Wealth of Nations, v. 2.2. i. The tax was first imposed in 1695, as a substitute for hearth money. Macaulay's England, cd. 1874, vii. 271. It was abolished in 1851.
1 Thomas Carlyle was not fourteen when, one ' dark frosty November morning,1 he set off on foot for the University at Edinburgh—a distance of nearly one hundred miles. Froude's Carlyle, i. 22.
" Ante, p. 330.
theonly two have six windows, which, I suppose, are the laird's and Mr. Macsweyn's.'
